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Bank card industry is of great importance for the development of the entire 
national economy. As an important middle business of modern commercial bank, 
China's payment card industry has developed more than 20 years, so payment 
cards instead of cash is gradually becoming the major way for consumers to pay 
for their bills.  
    Nowadays, although the bank card industry has great potential and growing 
consumer awareness of card holders, a range of issues are reflected behind the 
development, on behalf of the phenomenon is that payment using bank cards is 
refused for the grounds that the fees are too high. If the phenomenon is not in 
time to conduct in-depth analysis and research, its effects brought about by will 
become the "bottleneck" of healthy development of the payment card industry in 
China. The study of pricing structure will be rich in the existing theory of 
bilateral market prices, at the same time, help to deal with the practice of price 
imbalance. The difficulty of price structure of payment card industry price 
structure lies in the exist of the indirect network externality. In this paper, by 
using the model research and comparative ways, combined with the traditional 
pricing theory and emerging market prices bilateral network theory, and the 
study of price structure framework in China's bank card industry , an analysis of 
market structure in our country at this stage is given.  
    On the basis of the theory and model combined with the concrete practice 
of China, studies have shown that the exchange fee is the important mechanism 
to correct market imperfections arising from external and internal. And the 
determination of the exchange fee will be a very complicated way, depending on 
the needs of businesses and consumers, the cost of payment system, competition 
and so on. To change the situation, some measures must be adopted, such as 
market segments, differential pricing, improving the payment environment and 
the efficiency of the payment and changing the preference to pay. 
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我国银行卡发卡总量超过 18 亿张；境内联网商户达到 118 万户，联网 POS 机具
达到 185 万台，联网 ATM 机近 16 万台,一个规模化的银行卡受理网络在我国已




                                                        











































2000 1057.9 34152.6 3.10 42895.6 2.47 54600.9 1.94 
2001 1280.0 37595.2 3.40 45698.1 2.79 58927.4 2.17 
2002 1874.8 41910.5 4.58 48881.6 3.84 62798.5 2.99 
2003 3285.8 45842 7.17 52678.5 6.24 67442.5 4.87 
2004 5260.1 53950 9.75 58994.5 8.92 75439.7 6.97 
2005 9595.3 67177 14.2 70906.0 13.5 96918.1 9.9 
2006 16238.9 76410 21.3 80120.5 20.2 110413.2 14.7 
2007 29940.0 89210.0 33.6 93317.2 32.1 128444.6 23.3 
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